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your wants for so long/3 she said, " that you have
ceased to understand that I have more than mortal
power ? Has the daily miracle, like the rising of the
sun, made you so familiar with the wonderful that
its wonder is completely lost ? Why, I can furnish
you, after milking time, with an army twice as large
as that of this ungrateful monarch ! "

And sure enough the warriors duly appeared, and
never had been seen in any kingdom an army so large,
fierce, threatening, and impulsive. A fight took place
at once, and in this contest the army of Visvamitra had
no chance of victory ; for as often as a man fell in
Sabala's army another warrior rose up in his place,
as fierce and well-equipped as the soldier who had
fallen. After the unequal battle, however, when the
warriors of the king had been almost entirely swept
away, the new army disappeared as rapidly as it had
sprung into existence.

The king was now in great grief, and his sons,
of whom he had no less than one hundred, were
filled with anger at the holy sage whose miracle-
working cow had been the cause of their father's
discomfiture. " We will punish him forthwith,"
they said, and with one accord they rushed upon
him.

The sage awaited them with perfect composure,
and when they were within a short distance blew at
them with all his might. In a moment they were
converted into ashes, which fell in a heap at his feet.
The Pearl among Ruminant Creatures tossed her
head in the air and bellowed with all her might.
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